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How should Bulgarian-Austrian-
Romanian cooperation work in a
broader regional cooperation
context, to support EU’s economic,
migration & security challenges?
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Austria-Bulgaria-Romania’s —IS

relationship, from past to future

® They have all been a part of The Roman Empire;

Romania - Dacia

Bulgaria - Moesia, Thracia

Austria - Pannonia, Noricum

® The three countries have all fought against the Ottoman Empire

® The Christian religion is well emphasised in both tradition and culture

® Austria, Bulgaria and Romania have all been monarchies until the 20"
century and are now parliamentary republics

® Finally, the trio are part of the Danube region as well as being a part of the
U
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* Total Population in Danube’s Region; 208,000,000

» Countries Members of EU, population; 150,500,000 (29.5% of EU
population) / Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Croatia, Germany, Hungary,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Romania

* Countries NOT Members of EU, population; 57,500,000 / Bosnia &
Hercegovina Fed, Moldova, Montenegro, Serbia, Ukraine



B .
EE .
Common Problems —ISA

Common Solutions |

® Danube Region’s Development Strategy

® The development of the Pan-European corridors

® The usage of the river Danube’s path “"Mein Rhein”
® Mutual EU Politics
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European Strategy for Danube Region
Strategic projects - concept paper
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I Background information

In June 2014 Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Participating States of the EUSDR and
the European Commission adopted a Joint Statement, where, among other things, they
called on the EUSDR PAs Steering groups to further develop a joint approach for
labelling strategic projects for the EUSDR by the end of 2014.

In January 2015 the EUSDR National Coordinators adopted the 2015 -2016 workplan
for the Danube Strategy Point. One of DSP’s tasks for the period 2015 -2016 refers to
! pport the impl tion of flagship projects and to develop solutions...”.

Considering also the ongoing process (2015/2016) of EUSDR targets and actions review
and revision (which in turn would lead to review and eventually revision of the EUSDR
actions and projects within the priority areas), the following concept for EUSDR
strategic projects is introduced.

II Purpose of the concept for EUSDR strategic projects

The EUSDR is implemented, among others, through projects and processes. A EUSDR
strategic project would frequently be a result of policy developments and discussions
within a EUSDR Priority Area. Identification and implementation of “EUSDR strategic
projects” aim at:

e S - T, 2 |
- contributing to stronger and clearer strategic focus of the activities and efforts - 3 ] a e r ﬂ ’ a
undertaken within the EUSDR Priority Areas as well as fleshing out the ambition A
and the direction an EUSDR PA would have in certain policy area; P sy i | I Y '
- supporting and further encouraging joint cooperation between EUSDR states X%
and/or regions, which are strategically important for the Danube region; p A
- establishing the ground to further consider the strategic projects/processes ~ &r
within the revision process of EUSDR targets, actions, milestones and roadmaps; R ¢ e !
T pernoH
| ’ L[]} e

EUSDR strategic projects are projects with high impact and visibility for the EUSDR.
As such they could demonstrate the progress achieved in implementing the EUSDR
and could strengthen and improve the communication on the EUSDR strategic focus.

EavHeH 61

These projects could also serve as pilot examples for desired future changes (e.g.
possible strategic support for embedding them into funding programs/sources).
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The Black Sea Highway EISA
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® Part of the Pan-European corridor N°8
® Connecting with Pan-European corridors N°; 4, 7, 9, 10

® Connecting the Black Sea Highway with: maritime transport, the Danube
river’s transport, railway transport and air transport

® Direct connections with 4 international airports and ports; Istanbul, Burgas,
Varna, Costantsa

An intense development on the movement of people and goods



“The Black Sea Highway” EISA
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Cruising through the Danube River :ISA
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4% of Bulgarian tourism is throughout the Danube Region

® There is a capacity of 17,000 people to cruise through the Danube River
divided into 104 ships

® The predominant tourists are aged between 51 & 65 years (39%)
® 45% are aged 65 or older

® Throughout the last 10 years; 16 wineries & vineyards were built of which 12
develop successful wine tourism

It is intriguing due to its history, culture and tradition
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EISA’s proposals on migration _I S
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Re-adaptation of the European Agenda of Security 2015 & the European
Agenda of Migration 2015

Re-creating a long-term European strategy for the protection of the European
Union's external borders

Full coordination must be reached between the migration and security services
Managing the Schengen Information System effectively
Maximizing cooperation between non-EU counties

Exchange information with the Russian Federation and Ukraine in the field of
anti-terrorism in order to minimize organized crime

e-initiate the debate on the creation of the European Military Forces
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Syria — 555,000

. Afghanistan — 265,000
lraq — 191,000

. Albania — 80,000

. Kosovo —78,000

. Pakistan —71,000

lran — 46,000

. Nigeria — 45,500
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. Eritrea — 45,000

10.Serbia - 36,000

1,412,500 - Applied for asile in 2016
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The same way a respectable
architect constructs a building which
will stay up much after his creator,
the EU must be a worthy architect
for its continent.

ThankYou for your attention!



